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Let’s talk about

campfires.

When the fire dies

down to hot coals. . .

Is it done forever?



What happens if I add 
some kindling and air?

It re-ignites!

Well duh, Katie. But why are

we talking about fires?


This is a writer’s conference!



You launched that book into the 
world and it was a nice, hot fire.


But now Time has passed and maybe 
that fire is just some hot coals.

You have all the makings 
for a fire, you just need to 
add a little kindling & air!

Is there a book/series you have 
finished and felt really sad to


leave? Because it felt soooo real?



That’s what we want 
readers to feel—connected!

Your job now is to help those coals 
along: just breathe a little life into 
those stories so they never die out. 

But howwwwww?

By getting creative!



You put a lot of work 
into that manuscript

Make it well-worth the effort!

Repurpose content
You did the work once, use it more than once!

• Have some deleted scenes? (That you still like) 

• Use them as newsletter sign ups 

• Have a deleted scenes section on your blog/website 

• Share short scenes inside a regular newsletter mailing 

• Share quotes/snippets from the book! (Duhhhhh!) 

Character take-overs
Great for all the channels

• Have characters take over your Instagram for a period 

• Have different characters as “blog authors” and create blog 
posts written from their perspective 

• Send newsletters from the POV of a character 

• Especially useful for beloved side-characters!



“Current events” for your books
Great for all the channels

• How are the sports teams doing?  

• Could create a bracket challenge! 

• What’s the latest gossip in town? 

• What was the townhall meeting about this week? 

• What’s going on at so-and-so’s new job 

• What are the specials on today’s menu?

“Current events” for your books
Great for all the channels

• Relate a real life event with your books 

• Example: This author took to “Bad 
Poetry Day” and challenged her 
readers to write a BAD haiku about 
characters in her book. 

• She shared entries in her own posts. 
Here was mine. ;) 



Interactive website features
Make a place your readers want to revisit!

• Maps (especially if interactive) 

• Buzzfeed-style quizzes 

• Interactive stories (choose your ending) 

• Polls or Trivia 

• Reading Challenges 

• Zines 

• Fan Art

Interactive website features
Make a place your readers want to revisit!

• Maps (especially if interactive) 

• Buzzfeed-style quizzes 

• Interactive stories (choose your ending) 

• Polls or Trivia 

• Reading Challenges 

• Zines 

• Fan Art

What’s a zine?
Like “magazine” usually a mini book featuring art or a mini guide of sorts

• Are you an artist? Make a little art book. 

• How-to guides 

• Mini fact book 

• Mini guide to magic system/worlds 

• Travel guide



Create merch!

What is merch?
You know…”merchandise” - only the swaggiest possible!

• “Merch” is used to describe products—usually apparel and 
accessories that are branded. “Swag” is another word used 
often, but more often when talking “FREE” items 

• It’s promotional because it’s another way of sharing bits of 
your stories and it gives readers a chance to engage and 
share with others who love your books too!

Popular items

• Stickers 

• T-shirts 

• Hats 

• Crewnecks 

• Tote Bags 

• Mugs



Be sure to access your freebies!

Access the slides + resources at: 
sapphy.biz/TWG-Beyond-the-Book

Need help? Grab 
my contact info 

on the next slide!

Want to chat some more?

Please feel free to reach out!

Psst, you can scan

this To add me


To your contacts!
(Assuming the resolution is good enough!)

Feel free to text me!


